Dear_____________,

This summer I am participating in the H.O.M.E. 2011 Youth Mission Trip to Orland, Maine.  The trip is sponsored by First Congregational Church of Ridgefield and is comprised of about 90 other high school students and about 40 adult / college leaders. Our purpose is to serve those living and being supported by the H.O.M.E. Community established by Sister Lucy Poulin and Sister Marie Ahern. 

The work consists of whatever the needs of that community dictate.  It ranges from new home construction to repairing existing structures to demolition and reconstruction / additions of homes to make them safer and more adapted to the size of the families occupying them.  We also bring supplies with us to fill the food pantry and things that we know in advance that would be beneficial. We serve in whatever way is needed.

The initial objective of H.O.M.E. (Homeworkers Organized for More Employment) was to supply employment and income for people who had no possibility of finding work.  A craft co-op was established to take locally produced, hand-made crafts and sell them to travelers along busy Route 1, returning the revenues to the craftsmen.  Today over 400 craftsmen sell their products through the co-op. They now also have a saw mill, shingle shed, auto repair shop, learning center where folks can earn a GED certificate, pottery barn, cabinet shop, and stained glass shop.

In order to buy the materials we need and to feed and transport this army of volunteers we are selling shingles.  Each shingle represents a $10.00 donation and you can purchase as many as you would like in supporting me and this mission outreach.  I am asking for you to help me to raise this money, by buying shingles from me.  Please find a self addressed stamped return envelope for you to use in returning your generous donation. You can also go directly to www.firstcongregational/HOME and make an electronic donation if that would be more convenient. 

To build these people a home, a place to live and a place of security, that is pretty special. Everybody needs a place like that and for us to be able to give back to our community like that is a great feeling. 

Thank you for your support.

God Bless You,

